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Wuhan (population: 10 million) is the capital city of Central China’s Hubei Province.  
It is China’s 9th largest city by GDP, and its economy grew by 8% in 2017.  If Wuhan 
were a country, its economy would be equivalent to that of New Zealand (its total 
GDP is £150bn, at current exchange rates). 
 
Foreign Policy Magazine has predicted that Wuhan will be the 12th most dynamic 
city in the world by 2025 (based on GDP and population growth).  From Wuhan’s 
perspective, this is seen as the rightful restoration of its traditional status as one of 
China’s premier cities – a status lost in the 20th century when China closed its gates 
to the outside world, and then exacerbated by the reform and opening up policies 
since the 1980s that benefitted the East Coast over the hinterland.  
 
Wuhan’s key industry sectors include: automotive (projected to be China’s largest 
automotive sector by 2019), iron/steel, shipbuilding, healthcare and bio-science, 
opto-electronics, food production, and education.  Wuhan is the world’s largest 
student city, boasting 1.2 million students in higher education, and home to two of 
China’s top 10 universities.  Wuhan is also a centre for scientific research, and its 
East Lake High-Tech Development Zone ranks as the 3rd high-tech zone in China 
(out of 156).   
 
Wuhan is currently undergoing one of the fastest and most extensive urban 
regenerations in Chinese history, with a reported 5,000 construction sites in the city, 
and 16 new subway lines currently being built.  Work has also begun on designing 
the ‘Yangtze River New City’, Wuhan’s landmark urban development project for the 
coming decade. 
 



  

 

 

  

 

There are approximately 40 British companies with operations in Wuhan including 
Standard Chartered, BP/Castrol, Arup, ACCA, Deloitte, Astrazeneca, and GKN (car 
parts’ manufacturer - the UK’s largest investor in Wuhan).  Wuhan has two sister 
cities in the UK: Manchester (since 1986) and Swansea (since January 2018). 
 
Key sectors of opportunity in Wuhan, where DIT is focussing its efforts, are: 

 

• Healthcare - private companies and developers are investing in healthcare, 
particularly new builds of hospitals and elderly care facilities – presenting 
consultancy opportunities in design/build, in the development of clinical and care 
services, and healthcare education and training. 
 

• Life sciences - Wuhan has China’s 2nd largest bio-industry park – ‘Bio-Lake’.  
There is strong appetite within the sector for innovative UK technology and 
products – presenting opportunities for UK companies to form joint ventures with 
local companies as a means of securing access into the China market, to licence 
technology or IP, and attract equity investment or tap into local government 
incentives. 

 

• Automotive – Wuhan’s car production capacity will reach 3 million cars by 2019 
(surpassing the peak achieved by Detroit). The dominant player in Wuhan is 
Dongfeng Motors, which has joint ventures with the likes of Renault, Citroen, 
Peugeot, and Nissan.  There are potential business opportunities in automotive 
technology: new energy vehicles, intelligent self-driving cars, engine transmission 
technology, etc.  
 

• Infrastructure and construction - UK design and consultancy companies are 
winning business in Wuhan’s urban development and re-generation projects, as 
well as for hospital, hotel, and office build projects.   

 

• Marine - Wuhan is home to two of China’s leading state-owned shipbuilding 
companies, where there are opportunities for collaborations in design.   

Other commercial opportunities, though not directly resourced in DIT Wuhan, include 
education (eg. university-to-university links), food/drink exports, and retail. 


